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KIDS ARE 
NOTHING'S 
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МУ МАМЕ 15 5 
GERONIMO 5 
MY JOB IS ТО EDIT 
ΤΗΕ ROPENT'S 

САТЕТТЕ 

ТНЕ МОСТ 
FAMOUS PAFER 

ON ALL OF 
MOUSE ISLAND! 





I'M THEA STILTON, 
GĒRONIMO'S 2:126 
| A SPECIAL CORRESPONDE! 
; FOR THE RODENT'S GAZETTE 
I LOVE ADVENTURE | 
AND TRAVEL ΤΗΕ WORLD 





BENJAMIN AND PANDORA 


ГМ BENJAMIN STILTON 
GERONIMO'S NEPHEW, 
AND THIS IS МУ 
FRIEND PANDORA. 
WE PLAY TOGETHER 
AND HAVE LOTS OF Рим 
WE'RE RAT-TASTIC 
FRIENDS! 
























uf 


NOSYMOUSE SQUEAK 


I'M NOSYMOUSE SQUEAK, 
AND I'VE BEEN A FRIEND 
GERONIMO 
SINCE PRESCHOOL 
I'M A CLEVER DETECTIVE 
AND RUN THE 
SQUEAK AGENCY 
I LOVE TO PLAY 
TRICKS ON GERONIMO 
AND Г/М A ВАМАМА-МАМТАС! 
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ҚАЛА АР НЕ 

Ti 

BEFORE HE TOP NIM: 
TO GET PREEN. 


















PROFESSOR VOLT 15 A FAMOUS SCIE ИЕН 
НІМЕ РОВ ТНЕ STILTON FAMILY: 
HISTORY 


THIS TIME : 
SION IS TO DEFEAT THE PIRATE CATS АМО SAVE 


i РУУ 
| Ия 
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GRAPHIC NOVELS 
AVAILABLE FROM 
PAPERCUTG 


Graphic Novel #1 
“The Discovery of America” 


Graphic Novel #2 
“The Secret of the Sphinx” 


Graphic Novel #3 
“The Coliseum Con” 


Coming Soon: 
Graphic Novel 84 
“Following the Trail of Marco Polo" 


Geronimo Stilton graphic novels are 
available in hardcover for $9.95 each, 
except 84 $9.99. 

Please add $4.00 for postage and 
handling for the first book, add $1.00 
for each additional book. 
Please make check payable to NBM Publishing. 
Send to: 

Papercutz, 40 Exchange Place, 
Suite 1308, 
New York, NY 10005 
or call 800 866 1223 (9-6 EST M-F) 
MC-Visa-Amex accepted. 
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>SQUEAKI< ` 
MY POOR TAIL! 
In 
BG 


Ж 





ІТ WAS ТНЕ FAMOUS ОРЕКА 
SINGER RATIDO DOMINGO! I INTEND TO PUBLISH ΜΥ BIOGRAPHY 
AND I WANT YOU TO 





TD 
22 4 
7 1 
” ΗΜ... 
GOOD 
| MORNING! 
KS 


V: GREATLY ADMIRE 
YOUR BOOKS AND I 






FADE AWAY, MOZZAREL- 


BE GONE, ОН RAT! N 
LA! AT DAWN, I SHALL 
GUEAK...! A 


5 


() 





SO WHAT pO 
YOU SAY, 
DR. STILTON? 








IT WAS MY GRANDFATHER, WILLIAM 
SHORTPAWS, NICKNAMED "TANK"... 


τω 

GRANDPA! < 

p. | 
ын > A— 


THAT RAT'S 
PAPER HAS 








AFTER A VAY LIKE THAT, I VIUN'T 
WANT TO VO ANYTHING BESIDES 


a ROTTEN ROQUEFORT! 
GO HOME AND RE A THE REFRIGERATOR'S РА 
CRACKERS AND CHEESE... 7 EMPTY! 
| Х — aum 
Я 1 

| A D rae | “ф 

| | 4 =“ 

3 Б 
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I WAS ABOUT TO GO LOOK FOR A 
STORE THAT WAS OPEN, WHEN... 








A SORRY | 
PR TO DISTURB 
YOu, Вит 


H, GOOD 
VENING, 
OFESSOR! 
4 
v ^ p LABORATORY 


THE 
P-P-PIRATE 
CATS?/? 


LY YES! THE TEMPOGRAPH, ТІ 

Y DEVICE I INVENTED TO MONITO 
HISTORY, SHOWS THAT THEY'RE 

М TRAVELING INTO THE PAST! 





ES YOU'LL SEE AN 
ENORMOUS WHEEL ОР 
CHEESE UP AGAINST 
THE WALL! BEHIND IT 
P THERE'S A SECRET 
y . PASSAGE! 





AQ 
7 EE) SA 


7 “/ — -一 = 
KT ED | ое our жетер» 
| σι UNDERSTAND: 
| "IN > Ус Оч š: 
! ET ЫГ 2 (G - Дита H LABORATORY WAS ТН ζω 
\ ( 2 C À 
^ D 一 2 Е GET YOU HERE! 


сие 


ч 
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Е — = 
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THEA! РАМРОРА! 
ТНЕ PROFESSOR 


CALLED YOU TOO! I'LL NEED ALL 
OF YOUR HELP TO 
FOIL THE РТЕА 
CATS' PLAN! 





n HE DIDN'T COME. 
AND WHERE 2 I TRIED TO CALL HIM, 
BUT I COULDN'T 
FIND HIM... 


TELL US, PROFESSOR, 
WHAT'S THE PIRATE CATS’ 
DESTINATION THIS 
TIME AROUND? 


I'VE ALWAYS 
DREAMED OF VIS- 
ITING ANCIENT 
ROME! 


HOPING GERONIMO'D 
GONE SHOPPING 


THE TEMPOGRAPH 
SHOWS THAT 
THEY'RE HEADING 
TO ANCIENT ROME, 
IN THE YEAR 80 
A.U., DURING 
THE REIGN OF 
EMPEROR 


ACCORDING TO THE LEGEND, THE CITY OF ROME WAS 
FOUNDED IN AROUND 753 B.C. BY ROMULUS, THE FIRST 
OF SEVEN KINGS (THE OTHERS WERE, IN ORDER: NUMA 

POMPILIUS, TULLUS HOSTILLIUS, ANCUS MARCIUS, L. 

TARQUINIUS PRISCUS, SERVIUS TULLIUS AND 
TARQUINIUS SUPERBUS). WHEN IT BECAME A REPUBLIC, 
ROME EXTENDED ITS RULE ACROSS THE ENTIRE BASIN OF 

THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND BECAME THE GREATEST 
POWER OF THE TIME. AFTER A PERIOD OF CIVIL WAR, 

GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR OCTAVIUS, CAESAR'S NEPHEW, 

TOOK POWER, TRANSFORMED THE REPUBLIC INTO AN 

EMPIRE, AND HAD HIMSELF NAMED AUGUSTUS. THE 
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF ANCIENT ROME WAS LATIN, 
BUT GREEK WAS ALSO SPOKEN WIDELY. 


„IS THE INAUGURATION OF 
жане — а ne” 
THEY CHOSE “Шу 


THAT YEAR? 
WELL, THE ONLY 


EVENT WORTH 
MENTIONING... 





ΤΗΕ COLISEUM? 
WHAT COULD THE 
PIRATE CATS 
DO WITH IT? 




































BEGUN IN AROUND 72 A.U. 

BY EMPEROR VESPASIAN, 

THE AMPHITHEATER WAS 
FINISHED AND INAUGURATED 

IN AROUND 80 A.D., UNDER 
EMPEROR TITUS. THE 
AMPHITHEATER WAS GIVEN 

THE NAME FLAVIAN IN HONOR 
OF VESPASIAN AND TITUS, WHO 
BELONGED TO THE FLAVIAN "GENS” 
СТНАТ 6 "FAMILY" IN LATIN). THE DERIVATION OF 

THE NAME "COLISEUM" -- WHICH THE AMPHITHEATER HAS COME 
TO BE KNOWN BY THROUGHOLIT THE WORLD -- IS LESS CER- 
TAIN. ACCORDING TO SOME STORIES, THE NAME COMES FROM 
THE FACT THAT IN ANCIENT TIMES, A GIGANTIC STATUE OF THE 















MAYBE 
THEY WANT 









EMPEROR NERO NAMED THE “COLOSSUS NERONIS,' -- THAT'S TO TURN 

THE “COLOSSUS OF NERO” -- LOOMED NEARBY. MORE THAN 150 IT INTO 
FEET TALL AND WITH THREE ROWS OF ARCHES, THE COLISEUM А MARBLE 
COULD HOLD 50,000 SPECTATORS. INSIDE, THE SO-CALLED URN... HEE 





“ROMAN CIRCUS" WAS HELD, WHICH HAD GAMES AND ALSO 
GLADIATORIAL COMBAT -- EVEN SHIP BATTLES СТНЕ AMPHITHE- 
ATER WAS FILLED WITH WATER SOMETIMES). IN THE UPPER 
PART OF THE AMPHITHEATER, THERE WERE WOODEN POLES FOR 
HOLDING UP CANVAS TENTS, WHICH WERE TO PROTECT 
SPECTATORS FROM THE SUN. UNDER THE CENTRAL PART OF THE 
AMPHITHEATER THERE WERE ROOMS AND SUBTERRANEAN 
CORRIDORS, IN WHICH THE MEN, ANIMALS, AND MACHINERY 
FOR THE GAMES WERE HIDDEN. 


HEE HEE! 


















COULD A SPY 
FOR THE PIRATE 
CATS BE HIDING 
INSIDE IT? 


>GULPI< 
A SPY...IN 
MY SECRET 

LABORATORY! 


A-A-AM I WRONG FN 
OR DID THAT GIFT BOX SPEAKING OF 


WHICH... THAT 
JUST SP-SP-SPEAK? № PACKAGE ARRIVED 


AT ΤΗΕ OFFICE FOR 

YOU AND I THOUGHT 

то BRING IT 
HERE. 


C 






GERONIMO! 
OPEN IT! 


ΗΕΥ, STILTON-BABY! 
DID YOU LIKE МУ NOSYMOUSE 
LITTLE JOKE? SGUEAK?!? 


WELL, SEEING 
THAT TRAP IS 
MISSING, 
NOSYMOUSE CAN 
GO WITH YOU! 


BILLIONS OF BUN- 

CHES OF ВАМАМА5/ 

IS THAT AMPY VOLT'S 
TIME MACHINE? 


THANK GOODNESS, 
IT'S YOUR 
DETECTIVE 

FRIEND! 


ye 


YOU'LL HAVE 
TO ASK HER... 


50! HAVE YOU 
/ TWO DECIDED TO 

GET ON BOARD? 
ф Z ( 


IN ANCIENT ROME THERE WERE 
VARIOUS DIFFERENT COINS: THE 
AS, SESTERCE (WHICH WAS 
WORTH ABOUT TWO AND A HALF 
AS), VENARIUS CWORTH ABOUT 
FOUR SESTERCES) AND AUREUS 
(WORTH ABOUT 25 DENARI). 
EACH EMPEROR HAV HIS OWN 
IMAGE AND HIS MOST 

SIGNIFICANT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

DEPICTED 

ON THEM. 
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THANKS! 1 
ПА есть, 
WF ETE | A WELL SAVE 
5721 HISTORY! Л 


WHY AM І HERE? І SPEAKING OF 
REMEMBER I WAS LOOKING SNACKS... YOU 
«сс IS 
ΒΑΘΕΝΙ TI Τι 
INTO А HOLE IN SOME ung 2 
ΤΗΕ WALL... 1 





STEADY AS 
SHE GOES, 


S RE, Σ 3 
BONZO! FOLLOW - В ре САМТ IS A RIVER IN CENTRAL ITALY. IT 
THÉ TIBER! SEE ANYTHING IN ` ORIGINATES ON MT. FUMAIOLO, WHICH 
THIS MIST! IS IN ΤΗΕ APENNINES IN EMILIA- 
ROMAGNA, AND CROSSES THROUGH 
ΤΗΕ CITY OF ROME, CONTINUING THEN 
TO FLOW INTO ΤΗΕ TYRRHENIAN SEA. 
IT'S ABOUT 400 KILOMETERS LONG. 
DURING THE TIME OF ANCIENT ROME, 
THE TIBER WAS A MAJOR ROUTE FOR 
COMMUNICATION, USED TO TRANSPORT 
MANY GOODS FROM THE SEA TO ROME, 
AND CONTINUING INLAND FROM THERE. 

























SO USE THE RADAR! JUST 
MAKE SURE YOU DON'T SLAM OKAY, OKAY! 
INTO THE RIVER BANK. BUT I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
IT'S ALWAYS MY 
TURN TO DRIVE! 





OW! THAT BLOW'S 
BETWEEN MY EARS... 
BUT NOT THE 
EXPLANATION! 





MEOW DOWN", w a VA 
DADDY DEAR! ηεεες | KA 
THE CLOACA MAXIMA, BLECH, IN THE 
THE CATJET HERE! PEN : 
A KING! 
= QUIET, YOU 
HAIRBALL 


ROME IS THE MOST 

ANCIENT CITY TO HAVE 

BUILT A NETWORK OF 

SEWERS FOR DUMP- 

ING LIQUID REFUSE. 
CONSTRUCTED IN THE 6TH 
CENTURY B.C. BY THE LAST 

KINGS OF ROME, THE CLOACA 
MAXIMA WAS DUG OUT BELOW 
GROUND LEVEL. ORIGINALLY IT WAS 
AN OPEN-AIR CANAL THAT LIQUID 
REFUSE WAS THROWN INTO. ONLY 
LATER WAS IT COVERED OVER. 


A 
κ А DEAR...WE'I 
TERSILLA, А 
WHY ARE WÉ Y pomo TO 


+ SEIZE ΤΗΕ 
ТМ ΑΝΟΙΕΝΤ ° COLISEUM! 


YES... FOR A 
MARBLE RUN! 





IF ΤΗΕ COLISEUM HAD YOUR 
NAME, ΤΗΕ PIRATE CAT LINEAGE 


OUT ΤΗΕ CENTURIES! 
THROUGHOUT 


THE CENTURIES...) 


AND IN MARBLE 
MANUALS! 


1 IMAGINE YOU'VE 
ALREADY THOUGHT 
OF A PLAN... 


BECAUSE CATARDONE 
AND I ARE GOING ТО 
PRETEND TO BE TWO RICH 
ROMANS FROM THE PROVINCES n A WORKER? 
AND YOU'RE GOING TO GET BUT I ΡΟΝΤ WANT 
HIRED AS A WORKER AT TO WORK! 
THE COLISEUM! 


COME ON, LET'S PUT 
ОМ OUR MOUSE MASK: 
AND DISGUISE OUR- 
SELVES AS ANCIENT 


CUT IT 
OUT WITH 
THE MARBLE 
STORY! 


° 


5 


WAIT A ΜΙΝΗΤΕ.... 
WHY ARE YOUR 
TUNICS ELEGANT 
AND MINE ALL А 
КАТТУ? 
















= IS 
Ас Ру 
1 И + 0 Ч Mi 
TD) UA қ “7 " | за 
2 S X7 3 = 4 
—— == im — EIU b 2 а 7 iL 
BECOME НҮБ FRIENDS AND 
ATTEND THE INAUGURATION [EE MER 
OF THE COLISEUM... WHAT DO YOU 
HAVE IN MIND, 
TERSILLA? 
(9) 5%» 1 






I REALLY HAVE TO 
ЕХР АТМ EVERYTHING 
TO YOU, HUH? 


UM, LET'S SEE... DURING 
THE INAUGURATION, I 
WILL PRETEND TO 
ATTACK THE 

EMPEROR... X 
-. 50 САТАВРОМЕ N 
WILL BE ABLE ТО 
PRETEND TO SAVE HIM 


AND THEN, IN REWARD, 
ASK TITUS TO NAME THE, 
COLISEUM АРТ! 
HIM! 


NO, NO, THAT'S 
REALLY THE PLAN! 
I'M SURPRISED THAT 
YOU FIGURED IT 
OUT YOURSELF! 


NAME AND 
ADDRESS. / 


一 -一 


UM... NO, I GET 
WHAT YOUR FLAN 
IS... ВОМ20, 
LET'S SEE IF YOU 
KNOW IT, TOO! 


*RIDICULOUS 


TRIM YOUR SAILS*, BONZO, YOU 
HAVE TO BE AT THE COLISEUM 
AND FIND A JOB WHERE 
YOU CAN ATTACK TITUS! 


GOOD, BONZO'S 
BEEN HIRED! 
WE CAN GO TO 
THE IMPERIAL 
PALACE! 


^^ ХХА 


DDN- 





















ТО MEET ТНЕ 
ЕМРЕКОК! ? et 


I DON'T KNOW, 
DADDY DEAR, Вит 
GET READY... REA 
р 
j 
Ша. 
О 25 


а 
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МРЕРОР TITUS 


ΤΗΕ EMPEROR'S FULL NAME WAS TITUS 
FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS BUT HE САМЕ ТО 
BE CALLED JUST TITUS IN ORDER TO 
DISTINGUISH HIM FROM HIS FATHER, 

НО HAD THE SAME NAME AND WENT 
DOWN IN HISTORY AS VESPASIAN. TITUS 
WAS AN EMPEROR GREATLY LOVED BY HIS 
PEOPLE. HIS POLICIES WERE INSPIRED 

BY THE PRINCIPLES OF LEGALITY, GEN- 
EROSITY, AND MERCY: DURING HIS 
ENTIRE REIGN (79 A.D.-81 A.D.) TITUS 
AVOIDED WIELDING THE DEATH PENALTY, 
WHICH WAS IN FORCE AT THAT TIME. 





STOP! STOP! 
THERE'S BEEN 
A MISTAKE! oF | FORGIVE ΜΥ 
М ! / ff FATHER'S CLUMSI- 
NESS! HE DIDN'T 
MEAN TO DO YOU 








NOBLE FAMILY THAT LIVES IN DEAR TO MY FAMILY... 


7 МУ FATHER WAS 
ALEXANDRIA IN EGYPT! THERE WHEN HE 


WAS CHOSEN 
EMPEROR! 


MY NAME IS LICINIA MOUSILLA Ж 
AND НЕ IS CATARDONIUS τμ να 
CATARDICUS. WE BELONG TO A ITY 15 


PRAETORIANS! 
LET THAT 


RODENT GO! 
pa 



















THE PRAETORIANS 


ΤΗΕ FRAETORIAN GUARD WAS 
ORGANIZED BV EMPEROR 

AUGUSTUS (WHO RULED FROM 27 
B.C.-14 A.U.) AND PERMANENTLY 

FOUNDED BY HIS SUCCESSOR, 
TIBERIUS CWHO RULED FROM 14 
A.P.-37 A.D.). THE PRAETORTANS' 
PRIMARY TASK WAS TO PROTECT 
THE EMPEROR, ВИТ THEY ALSO 
PERFORMED ADMINISTRATIVE 
TASKS AND SECRET MISSIONS. 


WE'RE HERE TO 
SEE THE INAUGU- 


You 
UNDERTOOK A 
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DURING THE WORK 
BREAK, HE CARVED LITTLE 
SPHERES OUT OF STONE 
AND STARTED TO pL / 


ANYHOW, YOU'LL BE ABLE 
TO INAUGURATE THE 
AMPHITHEATER WITHIN 
A WEEK, AS PLANNED! 


“М CATARVONIUS, LICINIA, COME... 
WHILE WE'RE WAITING FOR THE 
BIG DAY, I WOULD BE HAPPY 
TO WELCOME YOU AT 
THE PALACE! 


АМ m 5-8 -= 
Cm TERE HE 


< ое ET =] 
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ща 


) 7 ( 
EXCELLENT! 
ROME AWAITS THE 
W INAUGURATION WITH 
IMPATIENCE! 
л 
“= 


IF YOU PONT STOP PLAYING 2 
WITH MARBLES, T'LL SOAK 
YOU, YOU FURBALLI $ | 
\ M » > — dā 
Fra 
A МІ 


# TEACH YOU A LESSON 





FINALLY, WE ALSO ARRIVED 
IN ANCIENT ROME... A FEW MORE DRY 
BRANCHES AND THE 


SPEEDRAT WILL BE 
COMPLI AE ОН τ 


: : I'M KEEPING MY 
IS THIS adi a, HAT: IT'S A PRESENT 
BUSI PA TAL ЛЫГ FROM ΜΥ GRANDMA. 

OKAW, THEA? BUT IF YOU ASK 

THING OFF YOUR 
HEAD. IN THIS ME. TO το τε, 
PERIOD, THOSE 
HATS DIDN'T EVEN 
EXIST YET! 


WELL DONE! AND NOW LET'S 
GET GOING! THE PIRATE CATS 
ALREADY HAVE ENOUGH 
OF A LEAD ON US! 


RIGHT! YOU AND 
TRACKING THEM МАУВЕ IT GERONIMO WILL GO TO 
DOWN IN A CITY WOULD BE BETTER THE COLISEUM: ITS 
AS BIG AS ROME TO SPLIT UP INTO INAUGURATION 15 
ISN'T GOING TO TWO LITTLE OUR ONLY TRAIL. 
BE EASY! GROUPS TO MEANWHILE THE 
KIDS AND I WILL 
SEARCH THE CITY! 





A LITTLE LATER... 


N 
£2, 5 
ΘῈ N W q а >| 
елкен Жо. Ў Lou, CAN GET HIRED 45 
EING WORKERS AT THE АМРНТ δ. Ч 
(2227 ATER! IT'LL ВЕ EASIER TO KEEP 
AN EYE ON THE SITUATION ДЦ 
p FROM THE INSIDE! 
сэ ? N 
24 6 DA VAL LA J 
“им! 5 
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SEE YOU 
THIS EVENING 
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HELLO, ΜΥ NAME IS 
m A STILTONIUS, GERONIMUS 
YOU'RE RIGHT! STILTONIUS, AND НЕ IS MY 
LET'S ASK THAT FRIEND NOSYMOUSIUS 


ROUENT IF / SQUEAKIUS. 
THERE ARE WE'D LIKE... 
ANY JOBS! ή L 


IF YOU'RE LUCIUS, DID I HEAR 
LOOKING FOR RIGHT? THESE TWO 
ARE LOOKING 
R e o 


— — 
I' LIKE YOU TO 
SUBSTITUTE FOR CAIUS 
BONZUS! INSTEAD OF WORK- 
ING, НЕ SPENDS THE DAY 
PLAYING WITH MARBLES! Да 





I KNEW I'D 
PLAY WITH 
MARBLES! 





Ч Ш 


нт Ши 
“РЭГ 


ie.) 





NWHILE, THEA, 
IN, A! РОВА. 


5 


: 
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WHAT PO YOU THINK 
ABOUT LUNCH IN A 
TAVERNA...HUH? 

f 


BLECH! 
IT SEEMS LIKE 
MELL OF 
HERRINGS! 


1580227 
S ы ° 
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一 一 ` B 
ALL THIS Г < 
WALKING AROUND} А xi 
HAS MADE ME AS 
HUNGRY AS A ji 
HOUSECAT! A /Д ! 
EE 7 C 









IN ANCIENT ROME, LAVIES 
WERE CALLED MATRONS. 
BV LAW, WOMEN WERE 
ECONOMICALLY DEPENDENT 
ON THEIR FATHERS, 
HUSBANDS, OR CLOSEST 
MALE RELATIVES. THEV HAD 
NO RIGHTS BUT WERE VERV 
WELL RESPECTED AND 
LISTENED TO WITHIN 
THE FAMILY. 
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>GASPI< THAT'S I WONDER HOW 
IMPOSSIBLE: GER- THEY ALWAYS 
KNOW WHERE 


ONIMO STILTON'S 
RELATIVES! HA WE ARE! 









ЕСІ 
) WHAT'RE YOU DOING 一 -N YES, I KNOW! THE 1 4 
HERE? WHY АВЕМТ YOU ТО WARN STILTON FAMILY 
А\ АТ THE COLISEUM? AĪDA Де ь 15 ТМ ВОМЕ! 
| ША su. >GULPI< YOU 
2 | — DIDN'T pO TOO 


BAPLV WITH 
THOSE THREE! 





„T a 
SAL vi» vou Fino a piace Jim 
WHERE YOU CAN TRY TO, YES, YES... 
AMBUSH TITUS? I'LL HIDE 
La 1 MYSELF UNDER 
Г HIS BOX! Р 
ad 









THEY WERE FILLING МУ 
EARS* AT ΤΗΕ PALACE! 
CATARDONE AND TITUS 
WERE POING NOTHING 
BUT REMINISCING... 


мин 


0м 
S 


“Т WAS BORED 


WHAT SHOULD 
WE PO WITH 
THESE THREE 
RODENTS? 





LOOK FOR 
SOME ROPE AND 
A BIGA. WE'LL TAKE 
THEM TO THE 





YOU'RE REALLY 
HOPELESS AT 
MARBLES! I WON 


V PERHAPS НЕ 


WAS ONE OF THE 
PIRATE CATS 
DRESSED AS A 


WAS A SMALL TWO-WHEELED CHARIOT 
THAT WAS LISUALLY PULLEV BY TWO 










HEE, HEE, HEE... 
THIS TIME I'VE 
GOT YOU IN THE 

PADS OF MY 

PAWS, GERONIMO. 


HORSES. WHEN FOUR HORSES PULLED 
THE SAME CART INSTEAD, IT WAS 
CALLED A QUADRIGA. IN ADDITION TO 
BEING USED FOR REGULAR 
TRANSPORTATION, BIGAS 

WERE USED FOR 
RACES IN THE 
AMPHITHEATER. 





TT'S NOT MY 
FAULT THAT THE 
MARBLES WERE MADE 


MY FINGERS WHEN , 


BUT...THEN, 
WE HAVE TO 
CHASE AFTER 





ACTUALLY, DIDN'T 
THAT CAIUS BONZUS' 
BEHAVIOR SEEM SUS- 

PICIOUS ТО YOu? 


SOON AS HE SAW 
US, HE DASHED 


THE FACT THAT HE WAS 
HERE MEANS THE PIRATE 
CATS REALLY ARE AIMING 

FOR THE CC 1 


THEA AND THE KIDS ARE 
LATE! I HOPE NOTHING'S 
YES, IF WE HAPPENED TO THEM! 


BY THE FLEA-RIPPEN 

FUR OF A WERECAT! 

e «27% 
бі; 





NOSYMOUSE, LISTEN: "STILTON, YOUR SISTER AND HURRY, STILTON-BABY, 
ΤΗΕ KIDS ARE OUR PRISONERS! IF YOU WANT τι WE HAVE TO STOP 
SEE THEM AGAIN SAFE AND SOUND, DON'T POKE THAT BIGA! 
YOUR NOSE INTO THE INAUGURATION OF 1 
ΤΗΕ COLISEUM! SIGNED: THE 
ΡΤΡΑΤΕ CATS!" 
“2 


o 5 
pi 


— ν 


jp 
са 
= 


р A — 
»PUFF«...1T'6 p 
FAST. WELL г 
NEVER САТСН СА 8 
uP ON FOOT! га 2 
Бан << |. 
| rO 


WE'RE NOT STEALING IT; 
WE'RE JUST BORROWING 
IT... Y-YAAAHH! 


0» 








EVERYTHING 
ΤΗΟΘΕ. WHERE IT BELONGS, 
RODENTS WON'T STILTON-BABY? 
BE A PROBLEM 
ANY MORE! 


/ / WE HAVE TO REPAY 
м 8164! THAT RODENT FOR 
Ги HIS BIGA! 
- LEAVE HIM A 
FEW SESTERCES, 
AND NOW... LET'S 


SCRAM 


А LITTLE LATER, KZN [j J 
Le EN 
Ņ | IN ANCIENT ROME, THERE WERE MANY 
BENJAMIN, АКО | TAVERNAS, OFTEN LOCATED IN THE 
WORST AREAS OF THE CITY — WHERE 
YOU COULD EAT DISHES WITH POLEN- 
TA SPELT, BARLEY, AND VEGETABLES 
IN THEM. BESIDES THESE 
TAVERNS, THERE WERE 
ALSO THERMOPOLIAS, 
PLACES WHERE YOU 
COULD BLY HOT 
FOOD TO TAKE 
AWAY, LIKE MODERN 
TAKE-OUT FOOD. 


THIS SOUP MAY NOT BE 

VERY GOOD, BUT IF YOU 

WANT TO RESCUE THEA 
AND THE KIDS, ӘН. 





RESCUE THEM? HOW? 
МЕ DONT EVEN KNOW 
= 


WHERE THE PIRATE 
CATS ARE HOLDING 
THEM PRISONER! 


TERSILLA, WHERE 

DID YOU END UP? 

THE EMPEROR WAS 
WAITING FOR 
THE BANQUET! 


EAR YOU! 


THAT'S TRUE, BUT IT'S 
CLEAR FROM THEIR LETTER 
THAT THOSE SCOUNDRELS 
INTEND TO MAKE THEIR 
MOVE ON THE DAY OF 
THE INAUGURATION! 


GIVEN THAT HE'S REALLY A 
CAT, VO YOU THINK WE'LL 
SEE HIM AGAIN AT ΤΗΕ 
COLISEUM AFTER 





IS EVERYTHING 
GOING WELL 
WITH TITUS? 


AH, YES, I 
ALMOST FORGOT 
ABOUT THIS. TITUS 
PROPOSED THAT 
I BECOME A 
SENATOR! 


SENATOR? 
BUT THAT'S A 
VERY IMPORTANT 
OFFICE!!! 





THIS MORNING I EVEN 
GOT TO GO TO THE 
THERMAL BATHS WITH THERMAL BATHS 
HIM... A TERRIBLE 
PLACE FOR A CAT! IN ANCIENT ROME, THE 
THERMAL BATHS WERE PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS EQUIPPED WITH 
WASHROOMS, AND WERE ONE 
OF THE MAIN PLACES WHERE 
ALL CITIZENS COULD BE 
FOUND. BESIDES NUMEROUS 
POOLS FOR TAKING BATHS 
--WITH HOT, WARM, AND COLD 
WATER-- CHANGING ROOMS, 
SAUNAS, GYMS, AND, IN THE 
RICHER BATHS, EVEN 
THEATERS AND LIBRARIES. 


I WAS SUCH A DEAD 1 
WEIGHT THEY НАР TO TSK...PIP 
LOAP ME ONTO A SEPAN- ANYTHING 
CHAIR TO GO BACK ELSE 
TO ΤΗΕ PALACE! 


YOU DID A GOOD JOB, DADDY 
THE SENATE DEAR! LISTEN, I ALSO 
WAS THE MOST IMPORT, HAVE SOME NEWS. « 
ASSEMBLY IN ANCIENT ROME. ` 
ТНЕ TERM, SENATE, COMES : 
FROM THE LATIN WORD, 
“SENEX,” WHICH MEANS 
"OLD." AS A MATTER OF FACT, 
1T WAS RECOGNIZED THAT 
OLD PEOPLE HAD THE 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED TO 
MAKE IMPORTANT DECI- 
SIONS. FOR THIS REASON, 
THEREFORE, TO BECOME A 
SENATOR, BESIDES BEING 
OF NOBLE ORIGINS, A 
PERSON HAD TO BE OVER 43. 


BRIEFLY... EZ г 7 NO, НЕ WON'T DARE COME 
| eer. [Z AENT yod, NEAR ΤΗΕ COLISEUM AS 
РАТА ΤΗΝ. LONG AS WÉ HAVE HIS 
) ү FRIENDS AS 


ABLE TO HINDER HOSTAGES! 


| ΜΥ...ΗΜ, OUR... 


IT'S BETTER IF ΗΕ STAYS I НОРЕ НЕ 
FOP HIDDEN FOR NOW: STILTON ΡΟΕΘΝΤ MESS 
: WOULD BE ABLE TO RECOG- ИР AT THE 
+ SECURITY, NIZE HIM! HE'LL COME 
Ἢ απ Ἐς» 
STAND GUARD THOUGHT HE 4 " 
A ἐν tr 
CATJET! - INSIDE THE 
AMPHITHE- 
ATER. 


COME ON, 
DADDY DEAR! HE 
WON'T BE ABLE 

TO DO THAT... 


THE FOLLOWING DAY, NOSYMOUSE а 
АМР I MOVED AROUND IN ROME, AND FOIL 
UNDECIDED ABOUT WHAT TO UO... WE ABSOLUTELY THE PIRATE 
HAVE TO FIND A WAY CATS' PLAN. 
то THEA 
AND THE KIDS... 





THEY'RE ALL HERE 
FOR THE INAuGu- |/ WE HAVE 


TO COME ИР 
RATION! WHAT WITH АМ 










BUNCHES OF BANANAS] 
DID YOU SEE HOW 
MANY RODENTS ARE 


MAYBE WE CAN TRY 
TO TRAP THE PIRATE 
CATS IN FRONT OF 


THEM ТО SHOW THEY'RE WEARING 
Ey'R ARIN! 
US WHERE OUR MOUSE MASKSI 
ы IT'LL ВЕ HARD TO 
RECOGNIZE THEM! 





STILTONIUS N 
SGUEAKIUS, WHAT kās , DID You 
A PLEASURE ТО 4 COMĒ FOR ΤΗΕ 
SEE YOU! _ INAUGURATION, 
Va TOO? (Ж. 
= 46 à 
) ЭМ! = 
1, \ 
| 


POOR GUY, I HOPE НЕ 
SATO НЕ LIVĒD At THe 
AND CAIUS CLOACA MAXIMA...AND 
BONZUS? He тон IT'S CERTAINLY NOT 
A VERY HEALTHY 


PLACE TO LIVE... 


12 
= 
LU 


HE'S REALLY A BIZARRE 
NZUS LIVES YES, THAT'S GUY, ти НАЙ КОӨ ΟΥ 
ΤΗΕ CLOACA IDDRES: 7 
PICKED THE MOST... 


THE COLISEUM 
WILL BE MINE! 


Е 
СЕТ AWAY! ж 


«и 12 


A 2 

ES EN" Са 
МЕМ A KICK 
Ὃ MIT PONT HURT Y TO THE END Οἱ 

HIM; JUST MAKE Ñ HIS TAIL! 
HIM RUN AWAY! \ = 

шэн 
VAN 





li: 


ЇГ \ | 


шы, 


ΤΗΕ CLOACA MAXIMA. 


FINALLY WE ARRIVED АТ 





ТО SEE YOU 


= = 
m = 
/ S A Í 
| 
lle 
| | (X 


D 
Р” SORRY ABOUT IT DOESN'T 
[lf HITTING vou, LITTLE MATTER! THI 
BROTHER. I WAS IMPORTANT THING 
IN AFRAID YOU WERE 15 THAT YOU'RE 
THE PIRATE CATS! SAFE AND 
‘SOUND! 


E шивээ... 
D: 


[7 κ; το 
IT WASN'T 2) АКО 1 
HARU: НЕ WAS МНЕВЕ 5 d 
НЕ NOW? 2 
2-4 


I ALREAVY DIV 
FIRST, LET'S THAT! I GUESTIONED 
GUESTION THIS HIM WHEN I WAS 


ZA 
1 | E 7, 
СГ ВЕУ, d ES 2 | 





THEA QUICKLY BROUGHT 
RIGHT, BUT WE'D BETTER 
ABOUT. EVERYTHING... NOT RELY ON THAT: TERSILLA 
COULD MAKE LIP ANOTHER PLAN w. TP SAY WE 
ON THE SPOT! WE'D BETTER GO SHOULD LEAVE 
TO THE ME COLISEUM, A ANYHOW, f HIM HERE! 


YES, BUT FIRST I 
WANT TO CHECK 
HOW... 


HURRY UP! WE 


HAVE TO STOP HIM 
№ НЕ MANAGES Weer core бол" 
mit Г яв, S 


| ЦЭЛ АТ ТНЕ н EVERYONE WAS WAITING 
FOR ENTRANCE 50 THAT 


THE 
| HUNDRED. "DAYS OF SPECTACLES THAT HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED ki 
ТО CELEBRATE ITS CONSTRUCTION COULD GET UNDERWAY... 


T 


Ka 


уе 





THE INAUGURATION 
OF THE COLISEUM 


WAS A MEMORABLE EVENT 
IN ROMAN HISTORY. IN FACT, 


TITUS ORDERED IT TO ВЕ 
CELEBRATED BY A HUNDRED 
DAYS OF SPECTACLES, WHICH 
ENTERTAINED THE PUBLIC 
FROM MORNING UNTIL 
EVENING. THE EMPEROR NOT 
ONLY WANTED TO GIVE HIS 
FAMILY'S NAME PRESTIGE, 
BUT ALSO TO WIN THE 
PEOPLE'S AFFECTION. 








WELL, RATICUM! COULD 
YOU TELL ME WHAT ALL 


BY JUPITER'S BEARD! 
CATARDONIUS 
15..15...4 САТ!?! 


Ь 2 
THEY'RE 
ESCAPING! 


>GULPI< 
GERONIMO 
STILTON?!? 


f His vaucnrez ` 


ME MOUSILLA AND 


B лук THESE 2 
MA. scorers! J 


GRRR... YOU'RE 
NOT GOING ТО 
GET Us SO 
EASILY! 





= 
INCREDIBLE! 
THEY MANAGED 
TO GET AWAY 


SO HERE WE ARE AT THE END ОР = 
OUR ADVENTURE. ONCE AGAIN, IT’S ALL your 
WE'D PREVENTED THE PIRATE FAULT, BONZO! IF т 

CATS FROM CHANGING HISTORY! CATCH YOU, I'M GOING 


ON YOUR FUR!* 





AND THAT EVENING HE WANTED US ТО ВЕ 7 ) S 1 
THÉ GUESTS OF HONOR Ат A GRAND BANQUET! A N N. | 1 
/ | | 


+ “ий 
E riti 


= 
ος 
4 
а LZ Ма 
ΤΗΕ NEXT DAY, WE SAID GOODBYE ТО OUR | УЕ ШЕ | COULUN'T WAIT 
NEW FRIEND. AFTER SO MUCH DANGER... To PA BACK НОМЕ! 
ME | я Y 1 
| > 
к h Á 
uU 5 6 
| N Z | 
M » 
1 b 
r. 'Β В бу j 
b A N 
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BY is МАУ MERE ОАР 
у ВЕ ΑΝΟΤΗΕΚ MISSION 
URE THOSE І WANT TO ENTRUST 
CHEESEHEAPS WILL YOU WITH! 
BE AT IT AGAIN 
VERY SOON! 


OH, NO, SORRY, 
YOU MISUNDER- 
STOOD ME. IT'S NOT 
ABOUT THE PIRATE 


1 IMPLORE YOU: 

YOU ABSOLUTELY HAVE 
TO SAVE MY REFRIGERATOR 
FROM YOUR COUSIN! 

HE ARRIVED HERE AS 
SOON AS YOU LEFT... 
AND HE'S DONE 
NOTHING BUT 


COUSINS! DOES 


ANYONE HAPPEN TO 
HAVE AN AFTER- 
DINNER MINT? 


MY DEAR RODENT 
FRIENDS, FAREWELL UNTIL 
THE NEXT ADVENTURE...ANOTHER 
d WHISKERFUL OF AN ADVENTURE, 
WRITTEN BY STILTON... 


Geronimo Сон! 





WATCH OUT FOR 
PAPERCUTG 


Howdy! It's me Jim Salicrup, the ancient Editor-in-Chief of Papercutz, 
the publishers of the GERONIMO STILTON graphic novels — not to 
mention the BIONICLE, CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED, DISNEY FAIRIES 
(coming soon!), HARDY BOYS, NANCY DREW, and TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT too. But of course, you probably already know all that, especial- 
ly if you're a regular visitor to www.papercutz.com and follower of the 
world-famous Papercutz Blog! 


Like I said in the "WATCH OUT FOR PAPERCUTZ" page in GERONI- 
MO STILTON Graphic Novel #2 "The Secret of the Sphinx," although 
both Geronimo Stilton and I are both Editors-in-Chief, Geronimo can 
travel through time, but I can't! But, believe it or not, Гуе been work- 
ing on that. Even now, as I type these words in your past, I’m commu- 
nicating with you in my future! I admit, that's not nearly as impressive 
as my actually traveling through time, but it's a start! 


Another way I’ve discovered to kinda travel through time is by the 
pages of this graphic novel. At any point in "The Coliseum Con" I can 
either go forward or back in time in the story by simply flipping the 
pages ahead or back. Again, 1 admit that's not as impressive as what 
Geronimo can do in his Speedrat, but hey, I don't have Professor Volt 
helping me out here! 


Finally, for a real peek at the future, simply turn this page and check 
out the preview of GERONIMO STILTON Graphic Novel 84 "Following 
the Trail of Marco Polo!" Now, if you're picking up this graphic novel 
soon after it went on sale in bookstores everywhere, then you'll have 
to wait until April of 2010 for the rest of the Marco Polo story! Think 
about it! You have to wait until the future before you can go way back 
into the past again with Geronimo! But if you picked up this graphic 
novel anytime after April 2010, you may have already read "Following 
the Trail of Marco Polo" and are picking up this graphic novel because 
somehow you might've missed it when it first came out! 


Enough! Time travel makes my head spin! 
The best way to find out what's going on 
right now—in your present time—is to check 
us out on www.papercutz.com! 

See you there! 


Thanks, 


fu 





Caricature drawn Бу Steve 
Brodner at the MoCCA Art Fest 





Special Preview of GERONIMO STILTON 
Graphic Novel #4 — "Following the Trail of Marco Polo" 





ATOLL... 
M Z= YQ 77/ 
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4 ДЕ «2 
ИЙ 
I WAS WITH MY FRIEND 
PA PRING, MY 
NEPHEW BENJAMIN, HIS 
MY COUSIN, TRAP. 


STILTON, AND 1 
EDIT ΤΗΕ ROPENT'S 





...ТНЕМ, I WAS 
BLASTED BY A 
SANUSTORM... 


I WAS ON VACATION, BLIT I WASN'T 
RESTING VERY MUCH. AFTER I СОТ 
HIT BY A BALL, A CRAB PINCHED МЕ... 





„„„ANP LAST OF ALL, I WAS 
MISTAKEN FOR A FISH 
BY A FLOCK OF SEAGULLS! 


STAND UP AS 
SOON ΤΗΕ. 
SPEEDBOAT 
TAKES OFF! 


MAYBE IT TRUST МЕ, DEAR 
WOULD'VE BEEN COUSIN. THOSE THINGS 
EASIER IF YOU'D ARE THE AQUATIC 
PUT SKIS ON ME VERSION OF 

INSTEAD OF THESE Ad 

THINGS! 





THE NOISE OF THE REALL 
MOTOR 15 SO LOUD | | BRAVE OF HIM. 
С I CAN'T UNDERSTAND 
я OS SAYING! 
= 
V4 , - 
S 4 


L 










| e 
UNCLE, 
WATCH OUT 
FOR THE 
SKI JUMP! 


242 
We 


Rollicking rats! 
AMAZING! I'M STILL 
ALL IN ONE PIECE! 


I'V BETTER SLOW қ МО, РАТТУ, УОЦ 


HEY, DID YOU " , 
SEE UNCLE DOWN! I WOULPNT | WORRY ТОО мисн! 


GERI PAVING 
bo FUN... < 


ЛЭХ 


GERONIMO'S 





| >GULPI< 


WHAT'S НЕ 
HEEEELP! š YELLING 


А SHARK'S 
CHASING ME!!! 


QUICK, AUNT PATTY, 
HEAD Jaan ME SHORE: 
GERO) 5 BEING 
FOLLOWED BY 
А SHARK! 





Don't miss GERONIMO STILTON 
Graphic Novel #4 — "Following the Trail of Marco Polo" 
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Ч PIP А боор 
Р E irae, 


JOB, DADDY 
5 ΤΑ 
HAVE SOME News 





^AT.3 O THAT THEY 
т | ΤΗΕ CATJET SO Tr ғ 
ТО THE PAST ΟΝ THE CATJE LIT GERONIMO 
THE PIRATE CATS TRAVEL ТО ТИР РТА АБ ТО UNMASK. THEM! 
CAN CHANGE цара FAMILY ALWAYS MANAG 

AND THE STILTO 





HURRY UPI 
HAVE TO STOP A 


BEFORE HE 
No TO GET шигээ 

















PROFESSOR VOLT 15 А FAMOUS SCIENTIST. HE DESIGNED 

THIS TIME MACHINE FOR THE STILTON FAMILY: THEIR MIS- 

16 TO DEFEAT THE PIRATE CATS AND SAVE HISTORY! 
=> < 
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-Mark Crilley, creator of “Akika” and "Miki Falls” 


Saving the future, by protecting the past! 


СЕКОММО STILTON /S THE 
EDITOR OF THE ФОРЕМТ 5 
GAZETTE, THE MOST FAMOUS 
PAPER ON MOUSE ISLAND. IN 
HIS FREE TIME HE LOVES ТО 
TELL FUN, HAPPY STORIES. IN 
THIS ADVENTURE, GERONIMO 
HAS TO FACE HIS WORST 
ENEMIES, THE PIRATE CATS, 
WHO HAVE DISCOVERED A 

WAY TO TRAVEL BACK IN TIME 
AND CHANGE HISTORY... 


-TERSILLA OF CATATONIA 
WANTS TO RENAME THE 
GREAT ROMAN COLISEUM 
“CATARDONIUS” AFTER HER 
FATHER, CATARDONE III OF 
CATATONIA, SO THAT THE 
PIRATE CAT LINEAGE WILL 
BECOME WORLD-FAMOUS 
THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES! 
BUT NOW, THANKS TO THE 
PIRATE CATS, EMPEROR TITUS 
WANTS THE COLISEUM NAMED 
AFTER HIMSELF! HOW WILL 
GERONIMO, THEA, BENJAMIN, 
PANDORA, AND NOSYMOUSE 
SQUEAK PREVENT HISTORY 
FROM CHANGING? CAN 
GERONIMO STOP BOTH THE 
PIRATE CATS AND THE 
EMPEROR OF ROME?! 





$9.95 US / $12.75 CAN 


ISBN-13: 978-1-59707-172-7 
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